
 
 

 - 1 -  

 
SPORT CANADA UPDATE FOR WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL CANADA – ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETING   
 

DECEMBER 2012 – TORONTO, ON 
 

 Changes to the Athlete Assistance Program – Earlier this month, the Harper 
government announced improvements to the Athlete Assistance Program that assists 
athletes with living and educational expenses while they train and compete. 
 
The number of carded athletes and overall program budget will remain consistent with 
previous years, while providing increased flexibility to Canada’s national sport 
organizations to allow them to maximize the resources available on an annual basis. 
 
Improvements include increased financial support for top performing athletes, athletes with 
child dependents, as well as additional support for Paralympic athletes with high support 
needs. 
 
The improvements to the AAP policies and procedures were determined after a two-year 
consultation process between Sport Canada and the high-performance sport community. 
These consultations included input from individual athletes and coaches, as well as 
representatives of national sport organizations, multisport organizations, Canadian Sport 
Centres, AthletesCAN, the Canadian Olympic Committee and Canadian Paralympic 
Committee Athlete Councils, and Own the Podium. 
 
Earlier this summer, Sport Canada revised its AAP carding quotas and has informed the 
National Sport Organizations of their new allocations. This new quota will be in effect for 
the nominations for the organizations’ next carding cycle. The Summer sports’ quotas will 
be reviewed after the 2012 Summer Olympic and Paralympic Games to take into 
consideration the results of the most recent Olympic and Paralympic Games, while the 
Winter sports’ quotas will next be revised after the 2014 Sochi games. More information on 
this process will follow. 
 
Each NSO’s final Quota is a combination of an objective and a subjective allocation 
process, with the former based on World Championship and Olympic/Paralympic results, 
and the latter based on recommendations made by Own the Podium, Sport Canada 
Program Officers, and Managers from the Sport Support Program and AAP Divisions. 

 
The Subjective Allocation Process is based on the following considerations and may have 
increased or reduced the Objective Quota of a sport: 

o Targeting AAP resources to priority sports, that is, those sports which have the 
greatest potential to contribute toward Canada’s goals at the Olympic/Paralympic 
Games; 

o The quality of National Team/HP programming based on an assessment of the 
National Team athletes competitive and training programs and monitoring process;  

o The demonstrated adherence of the NSO to its responsibilities under the AAP; and 
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o The degree to which the organizational structure (governance) of the sport 
facilitates excellence in the area of high performance. 

 
 Sport Funding and Accountability Framework (SFAF) for Summer NSOs – the SFAF 

is now entering its fifth iteration for summer NSOs. The eligibility phase is now complete 
and assessments on each NSO are nearing completion which will lead to the delivery of 
new funding reference levels being put in place for the 2013-14 fiscal year. A new 
accountability framework is also nearing completion – it will be identical for all Sport 
Support Program clients (NSO, MSO and CSC), and will focus on the areas of sport 
development (including governance and official languages) and high performance. NSOs 
were invited to partake in consultations on the new framework in June 2012. 
 
A similar process will begin in spring 2013 for Winter NSOs to determine eligibility and 
funding levels post-2014 Olympics and Paralympics. 
 

 National Accountability Standards – Accountability (national standards) is the last stage 
of the SFAF. A Sport Canada workgroup is currently developing a new set of standards, 
for use for the 2013-2017 quadrennial. It is proposed to cover the areas of sport 
development (including governance and official languages) and high performance. A final 
version of the new accountability standards will be shared with the NSOs very soon.   
 

 The new Canada Not-for-Profit Corporations Act (NFP) officially came into force on 
October 17, 2011. The Act establishes a new set of rules for federally incorporated not-for-
profit corporations, replacing Part II of the old Canada Corporations Act.  Every federally 
incorporated not-for-profit corporation will have to take action to make the transition to the 
NFP Act. 

 
Please note that it is not acceptable to take no action -- a detailed transition process has 
been outlined in which corporations must replace letters patent and by-laws with new 
charter documents. Corporations will be allowed three years to complete this transition, 
with October 17, 2014 becoming the in-force date. Failure to transition under the new Act 
by the deadline will result in the dissolution of the corporation. 
 
Sport organizations are encouraged to consult the Corporations Canada section of the 
Industry Canada website for further information relative to the legislation and the complete 
transition process. Information is also available at the Carters Professional Corporation 
website: http://carters.ca/. 
 

 Canadian Sport Policy (CSP) renewal – Following two years of preparation the renewed 
Canadian Sport Policy (CSP) 2012 was endorsed by Federal, Provincial and Territorial 
Ministers responsible for sport, physical activity and recreation on June 27, 2012 in Inuvik, 
Northwest Territories.  
 
The CSP 2012 sets the direction for all governments, institutions and organizations that 
are committed to realizing the positive impacts of sport on individuals, communities and 
society. The policy has been designed to be implemented by complementary action plans 
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developed by governments individually and collectively, and by non-government 
organizations (NGOs) in the sport and related sectors.  
 
The complete policy as well as a two page user friendly summary can now be found at 
www.sirc.ca/csprenewal.  
 

 Governance Support for Sport Organizations  – Sport Canada has provided support to 
SIRC for the development and distribution of  resource tools and information in the area of 
governance.  
 
As a significant supporter of sport development, performance and capacity-building at the 
national level, Sport Canada recognizes the importance of national organizations 
establishing and maintaining sound governance practices.  If responsible organizations are 
to be successful in achieving their objectives, good governance is simply a 'must have' in 
today's environment.  Keeping this in mind, Sport Canada has designed a set of 
Governance Principles for Sport Organizations that outline the expectations of the 
Government of Canada in the area of sport governance.  The principles are applicable to 
all funded NSOs, MSOs and Canadian Sport Centres and the aspects of governance will 
be considered in the section of accountability within the SFAF framework. They are: 
 

1. High Standards of Ethical Behaviour 
2. Commitment to Vision, Mission, Values and Guided by a Strategic Plan 
3. Clarity of Roles and Responsibilities 
4. Effective Financial Control 
5. Sound Human Resources Management 
6. Transparent and Accountable for Results  

 
Sport Canada and partners such as SIRC and the Canadian Olympic Committee (COC) 
have committed to provide more support in the form of education, tools, workshops and 
consulting expertise.  In early December 2011, SIRC launched a web portal, housed within 
the SIRC website (www.sirc.ca) as a source of information, reference material, webinars 
and examples of good practice for use by staff and volunteer leaders in the sport 
community. 


